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GOT ELECTRONICS 
TO RECYCLE? TAKE 
THEM TO THE 
BENTLEY Liprary! 


The 8th annual Electronics 
Recycling Event will be held on 
Tuesday, April 26 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. As in past years, the drop- 
off site will be located in the rear 
of the Tech Center parking lot. 
Items that can be brought to this 
event include computers, laptops, 
monitors, cell phones, printers, 
DVD/VCR players and more. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact mhearn@necc.mass.edu. 


EARN CREDIT 
OUTSIDE THE 
CLASSROOM WITH 
YOUR EXPERIENCE 


Do you have career or military 
experience? Are you proficient 
with computers and software? 
Do you speak Spanish or anoth- 
er language? Then you may be 
able to earn college credit for 
your knowledge and skills. With 
NECC’s Credit for Life Learn- 
ing, you can save money, move 
through the sequence of cours- 
es at a faster pace, and graduate 
quicker! Learn more at www. 
necc.mass.edu /cll. 


SOME TUTORING 
CENTER SERVICES 


HAVE MOVED 
If you’re looking for NECC 
Tutoring Center services, you 
should know that some subjects 
and tutors moved over spring 
break to allow for the Spurk 
building renovations that begin 
this summer. The Writing Center, 
Business/Accounting _ tutoring, 
and Computers & Technology tu- 
toring have all moved next door 
to B216. If you have any ques- 
tions, contact the Tutoring Center 
at (978) 556-3411 or email tutor- 
ingcenter@necc.mass.edu. 


UMass Lowe. 


ON-THE-SPOT DAYS 

Meet with a UMass Lowell 
Transfer Admissions representa- 
tive on the Haverhill campus on 
one of the following days: April 
22 or May 6. 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


This 3D art installa- 
tion on the Haverhill 
campus is part of an 
assignment given 

in Diane Pappas’ 
“3D Art” class. This 
installation is called 
“What Can You Do 
with a Starbucks 
Box?” and is, quite 
fittingly, made out of 
a box that formerly 
housed a Starbucks 
retail product of 
some sort. No artist 
was attributed to 
this particular piece, 
but there are plenty 
more weird and wild 
installations on cam- 
pus to check out. 
Because of this, our 
“Roaming Reporter” 
section has taken a 
break this week in 
favor of “Roaming 
Photographer.” Be 
sure to check out 
the photos of these 
interesting and 
unique student piec- 
es on page 2. 


Take advantage of scholarships 


By OLtviA ELEFTHERIOU 
Correspondent 

A lot of students may be eli- 
gible for scholarships based on 
their academic performance, fi- 
nancial need and other criteria 
based on the scholarship. Schol- 
arship awards are created through 
the generosity of individual do- 
nors, local businesses, corpora- 
tions and foundations. 

Scholarships are a great thing 
to take advantage of because they 
can help students pay for school, 
pay for books, supplies and even 
health insurance. Recently, 190 
NECC students were awarded 
222 scholarships totaling more 
than $200,000 for the 2015/2016 


academic year. 

“Scholarships can help stu- 
dents reduce the amount of loans 
they may need or enable them to 
work fewer hours at their job so 
that they can spend more time 
on their studies,” said Scholar- 
ship Director Lindsay Graham. 
“Receiving a scholarship is an 
honor, and being able to list any 
scholarship received on a resume 
when looking for employment 
may help the applicant in the long 
run.” 

Current student Justin Sand- 
burg said, “Last year I got ap- 
proved for a scholarship for 
$1,000. It helped me so much in 
the end. I ended up having spare 


money to buy my books for the 
semester and that was the strug- 
gle I always had.” 

Many NECC scholarships can 
now be applied using the online 
scholarship application. 

They encourage you to browse 
the many different scholarship 
opportunities because there are 
so many. 

“The application itself takes 
less than 10 minutes to complete. 
The most consuming part of the 
application is the essay and ask- 
ing someone to write a refer- 
ence,” Graham said. 

For any other help feel free to 
email scholarships@necc.mass. 
edu or call 978-556-3629. 
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Letter to the Editor: 


Kudos to Professor 
Paul Saint-Amand 


... an exemplary instance of 
what can be done to 


promote rational dialogue on Lae 
the issues. 
- Stephen Slaner HARDBALL «wm SEN. BERNIE SANDERS 


¥ Photo courtesy of MSNBC 
Bernie Sanders was recently interviewed 


by Chris Matthews as part of the Hardball 
“College Tour,” in which he interviews each 
of the presidential candidates. 


a OD 


I’d like to extend a vote of thanks to Prof. Saint- 
Amand for hosting the voter education event that 
was held shortly before spring break. The video 
clip of a conversation between Bernie Sanders and 
Chris Matthews was in itself a good example of 
civic education, and the discussion that followed 
among NECC students and faculty was an exempla- 
ry instance of what can be done to promote rational 
dialogue on the issues. For me the overriding ques- 
tion, which did come up in the discussion, is how to 


respond to non-rational appeals of the type engaged 
in by Donald Trump. For those of us who have 
some appreciation of history, his campaign evokes 
disturbing associations with famous (or infamous) 
political leaders of the past. Hopefully there will be 
other events this semester in which this matter can 
be considered in more depth. 

Thanks, 

Stephen E. Slaner 

Professor of Political Science 
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Roaming Reporter 


Cole Dillman, Jesse Ordzie 


The dialogue 
continues 


NECC students have strong opinions about 
who they favor for the presidency 


Editor ’s Note: NECC Ob- 
server welcomes submis- 
sions from the NECC com- 
munity and hopes to provide 
a forum for open discussion. 
Send us your thoughts at ob- 
server@necc.mass.edu. 


By KyLe Woop 


Correspondent 


Donald Trump was crowned 
the winner of the Massachusetts 
Primary on March Ist and has left 
Northern Essex students feeling 
mixed emotions. 

Securing 49.3 percent of the 
republican vote or 311,313 votes, 
Trump won the Mass. Primary 
in a landslide. It’s no secret that 
people all around America have a 
serious dislike for Trump due to 
all the controversial things he’s 
said throughout his campaign. 
Looking at these results however 
it’s quite clear that for the majori- 


At walkway bridge 
Danielle Stanuchenski, Marissa 
D’ Alessandro, Jonathan Concep- 


cion and Shawna LaChance 


ty of Mass. republican voters they 
are all aboard the Trump Train. 

For many NECC students this 
is the first time in their life where 
they can actually vote. It’s an ex- 
citing aspect to be able to have a 
voice on who you think the next 
president of the United States 
should be. With such a diverse 
and mixed campus you can find 
students with all kinds of differ- 
ent political views. Some love 
Trump and his “Make America 
Great Again” slogan and others 
can’t stand the man. 

Second year Fine Arts Major 
Jordan Gustave is one of those 
students who can’t stand Trump. 
When Gustave found out about 
Trump winning the Mass. Pri- 
mary he was unhappy to say the 
least, “I thought Massachusetts 
was one of the more common 
sensed states in America, and 
truthfully I really didn’t think 
Trump had a shot but sadly I was 


mistaken.” , 
Continued on page 3 
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BABY 
Spurk, lobby 


Hannah Benning, Julia Biosvert, 


OBOT SENSORY DEPRIVATION STUDY 


Spurk, at the quad 


Helen Shiepe, Ethan Melonas, 


Bric Ganley and Jack McKelliget Chris Tetreault and Jose Rovira 
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A college degree won 


Recent graduates 
will need social 


skills and a smile 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 

With spring break out of the 
way, NECC is on a fast track to 
the end of the semester and the 
graduating class of 2016 may be 
faced with the grueling task of 
preparing themselves for job in- 
terviews. 

A college degree and a new 
pair of shoes is great place to 
start, but sometimes you have to 
be the cutest puppy in the basket 
to be chosen from an endless sea 
of prospects. I don’t mean that 
you have to have perfect skin or 
be physically fit, but you’re going 
to need charm and it definitely 
won’t hurt to brush up on your 
social skills. And for goodness’ 
sake, SMILE! 

I know that a genuine smile 
can be difficult to conjure up 
nowadays, especially with all 
that is going on in the world and 
your own personal obstacles, but 
a smile, no matter how big or 
small, can be contagious and can 
leave a great first impression on a 
potential employer. 

A firm handshake and lots of 


eye contact will get you even fur- 
ther toward that second interview. 

Believe it or not, the person 
who reads your resume will prob- 
ably do a background check on 
you and more than likely try to 
snoop around in your Facebook 
posts and pictures. 

So, you may want to recon- 
sider some of those spring break 
selfies you uploaded. If you have 
friends that insist on repeated- 
ly tagging you in a “keg-stand” 
photo from two years ago, it may 
be time to clean up your “friends 
list” or explain to them that you 
are trying to land a job and would 
appreciate their cooperation in 
maintaining a new level of pro- 
fessionalism. 

Being connected is a great 
way to keep in touch with fami- 
ly, friends and co-workers. Addi- 
tionally, email and social media is 
user friendly even for those who 
are extremely shy or tend to ex- 
perience social anxiety. However, 
the keyboard can be a dangerous 
tool that can ultimately hurt you 
and your career. 

Many times, we are quick to 
type things we would never say 
to someone’s face and we have 
to ask ourselves: has social me- 
dia completely abolished social 
grace? 


I remember getting ready for 
my very first job interview and 
my mother saying, Remember, 
if you don’t have anything nice 
to say... don’t say anything at 
all.” I guess a more current rule 
of thumb would be to never email 
anything that you wouldn’t want 
your boss to read. 

Although it seems normal to 
see an electronic device in the 
hands of, well, pretty much evy- 
eryone on the planet, leaving your 
phone in the car will impress the 
interviewer and help you focus 
on your surroundings, especially 
if you know that you have a hard 
time resisting the urge to text or 
surf the Web. 

Not to be confused with 
“FaceTime” the app, the art of 
face-to-face conversation is one 
that is truly becoming lost. Nev- 
ertheless, it is a requirement in 
much of the corporate world. 

A modern interview is not sim- 
ply a collection of closed-ended 
questions that can be answered 
with a monotone “yup” or “nope” 
but a series of verbal essay ques- 
tions. 

So, don’t be surprised if the 
interviewer says “tell me about 
a time that you went above and 
beyond the call of duty at your 
previous job.” : 


Long distance love is hard 


Determination and 
trust are essential 


for longevity 


By Saran Co.pitts 


Correspondent 

Committing to a long 
distance relationship can seem 
somewhat unrealistic and hard, 
but with the right attitude it can 
be done. Some might ask why 
even be in a long distance rela- 
tionship? Well there are endless 
reasons. 

For starters what if you met 
someone and felt an instant con- 
nection only to find out they live 
1500 miles away? 

Or what if you’re high school 
sweetheart was moving to a col- 
lege out of state? Or what if you 
had to move for a job and had to 
leave your significant other? 

While distance is not 
ideal it is doable. | met my cur- 
rent boyfriend a year and a half 
ago while he was traveling for 
work. He’s from Tulsa, OK and 
I’m from Reading, MA. 

We live over 1,500 miles away 
from each other. Communica- 
tion, patience and trust are three 
of the ways I’ve found it possible 
to survive my long distance rela- 
tionship. 

What was once a world where 
written letters communicated, “I 
miss you” now is one filled with 
seemingly infinite ways to tell 
your long distance partner “I’m 
thinking of you”. 

Communication is im- 
portant for any relationship, but 


for long distance it is crucial. 
With Facetime, texting, phone 
calls, and letters (if you’ re feeling 
old fashioned) partners can feel 
connected even when they’re far 
away. 

Personally I find facetime 
to be the preferred method of 
talking because having a face to 
face conversation is the purest 
way to feel a connection. 

However even simple 
text messages throughout the day 
can be the difference between 
forgetting you have a relation- 
ship and feeling though you do. 
It sounds dramatic but, the nature 
of a long distance relationship is 
to go long periods of time without 
seeing one another. 

Because of this fact it becomes 
easy to feel a little lonely or even 
just unnoticed. A text as simple 
as a kiss face emoji can mean the 
world to a partner when they’re 
miles away. 

With long breaks in be- 
tween visits, patience is a must. 
There will be times when you feel 
sick of waiting and being impa- 
tient will only cause tiffs. 

The most important thing to 
remember is that the time spent 
apart is not permanent. Eventu- 
ally there will be that moment of 
reunion and the waiting will be 
worth it. 

Finally, trust is the most 
essential ingredient for a success- 
ful long distance relationship. 
Without trust there is no point. 
You must trust that your partner 
will always stay faithful to you, 
and you also have to trust your- 


self and be loyal. 

If you let your mind stray to 
unpleasant imagery of your part- 
ner cheating, lying or deceiving 
you then you must ask yourself 
‘Do I trust this person?” If your 
answer is yes then there is not 
reason to let your mind wander. If 
your answer is no then run away 
as fast as you can and find some- 
one to date within a 5 mile radius. 


NECC 
Observer 
wants to 
hear from 

you. 

Send us 

your letters, 
photos and 
story ideas! 


‘t be enou 


h 


Photo tive Commons 


Professional appearance and a pleasant attituc e are key to 


landing your dream job. 


For more sample interview 
questions, you can visit www. 
best-job-interview.com. 

Employees who possess in- 
terpersonal skills are primed and 
ready to be promoted to leader- 


ship positions, which will lead to 
financial growth and a successful 
future. 

Isn’t that why you came to col- 
lege in the first place? 


NECC students 
talk about Trump 


Continued from page 2 

According to Gustave his rea- 
sons for not liking Trump are jus- 
tified, “I don’t like him because 

e’s a businessman running for 
a role that takes more than being 
business savvy, it takes a person 
that is able to recognize human- 
ity distress and work toward the 
greater good of the world, not 
just the U.S.” 

The thought of Trump actual- 
ly becoming president has Gus- 
tave feeling nauseous, “If he gets 
elected, his only goal is to make 
the U.S prosper financially at the 
cost of excessive planetary dese- 
cration, and bigger conflicts with 
other nations. He will put the U.S 
dollar before the lives of the U.S 
people.” 

On the opposite side of the 
spectrum are students like sec- 
ond year Criminal Justice Major 
Harrison Gigliotti who is all for 
Trump. Gigliotti was one of the 


311,313 people who casted their 
vote for Trump on March Ist, and 
couldn’t be any happier with the 
news of Trumps victory in Mass. 
“J believe Trump stands for the 
people. He will make our armed 
forces much more stable and ef- 
ficient. 

Donald will make sure our 
borders are very secure and he 
won’t allow illegal immigrants to 
cross over to our land and live off 
our hard earned money.” 

For some students such as 2nd 
year Liberal Arts major John Pa- 
pachristian, they don’t agree with 
everything Trump says but at the 
end of the day they feel comfort- 
able with him being president. 

“T think Trump is gonna give 
jobs to all the hard working mid- 
dle class Americans and he’s a 
good businessman. He’s a jerk 
sometimes but we need someone 
with a little spunk.” 


2 a 


I believe Trump stands for the 


people... 


- Harrison Gigliotti 


aa 
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Kim Kardashian 
poses naked in a 
tweet and gets 
people talking about 
body shaming. 


By Ketty ScHWING 
News Editor 

Kim Kardashian came under 
fire earlier this month when she 
tweeted a nude, yet censored, 
photo of herself with the caption, 
“When you’re like, “I have noth- 
ing to wear,’ LOL.” Women are 
sounding off, NECC students in- 
cluded. 

Singer-actress Bette Midler re- 
sponded to Kardashian by tweet- 
ing a challenge out to her: “Put 
your selfie to work ... for a good 
cause! Donate, RT, I’ll match 
(your money) 2-1,” with a link to 
her charity. 

Another celebrity who com- 
mented on Kardashian’s post was 
up-and-coming actress Chloe 
Moretz. Moretz said that Kar- 
dashian should be teaching young 
girls that they have more to offer 
than just their bodies. 

“I truly hope you realize how 
important setting goals are for 
young women,” said Moretz to 
Kardashian over Twitter. 

Jess Palmer, NECC alumna 
and advocate for body positivity, 
had a similar reaction. 

“T think she’s a horrible in- 
fluence for young women ... She 
represents that beauty and outer 
appearances are what matter,” 
she said. Palmer added that she 
doesn’t see Kardashian’s repre- 


Photo sparks important discussion. 
eeeeemaes 


sentation of herself as authentic, 
suggesting the photo was proba- 
bly Photoshopped. 

On the other hand, Tarah Mac- 
Gregor, a Liberal Arts major, 
said, “As much as I dislike (Kar- 
dashian), I was impressed. It took 
guts to do what she did in a soci- 
ety that objectifies her body daily, 
but reacts with disgust when she 
shares her body on her terms.” 

This was a sentiment shared 
by many, and supporters of Kar- 
dashian have also taken their turn 
to speak out against the phenom- 
enon known as “slut shaming.” 
According to Wikipedia, slut 
shaming is defined as “a form of 
social stigma applied to people, 
especially women and girls, who 
are perceived to violate tradition- 
al expectations for sexual behav- 
iors.” 

Actress Bella Thorne tweeted, 
“T think every woman should be 
allowed to make their own choic- 
es with their own bodies... and 
it’s not our place to tell them what 
they can and can’t do with their 
body.” 

Slut shaming, body positivi- 
ty and the over-sexualization of 
women’s bodies have been con- 
troversial, hot-button issues in 
the last few years with the rise 
of movements such as Free the 
Nipple, which holds the position 
that society should stop sexual- 
izing women’s nipples and de- 
monizing them for breastfeeding 
in public; The Selfie Movement, 
which is a new take on the sel- 
fie being a symbol for “self- 
love,” not “self-centered”; and 
the #365FeministSelfie project, 
started by a professor in Chica- 


go, which encourages people to 
embrace their faces every day no 
matter what they look like. 

“Slut shaming isn’t chill 
ever,” said actress Abigail Bres- 
lin to those speaking out against 
Kardashian. “Anybody who tries 
to say how a woman chooses to 
display their own body is wrong, 
is severely misinformed and mis- 
guided.” 

MacGregor said wom- 
an-on-woman shaming is the 
worst kind. “I don’t know a single 
woman who has not experienced 
body shaming. The fact that we 
know the emotional toll this takes 
on us and use it as a weapon 
against each other is deplorable.” 

As a self-proclaimed “healthy, 
plus-size woman living in a 
size-zero world,” = MacGre- 
gor makes it a point to endorse 
body positivity. She sees the 
“body-shaming” celebrities 
as doing more harm than Kar- 
dashian’s initial post. 

Melanie Peicott, third-year 
liberal arts major, elaborated on 
this point. “We are told to love 
ourselves and have confidence, 
but we can’t love ourselves too 
much because then we’re seen as 
conceited.” 

Palmer turns to social media to 
give a voice to those who strug- 
gle with their own self image. 
She said, “It’s hard when you find 
yourself looking at someone and 
automatically judging them ... 
It’s almost automatic these days.” 

After all was said and done, 
two Kardashian supporters tweet- 
ed pictures of white roses and 
handwritten messages that she 
had sent them as a sign of grat- 


Nominations sought for 
Commencement speaker 


By NECC Newsroom 


One of the highlights of com- 
mencement each year is the 
speech by a graduating student 
who has been selected by facul- 
ty and staff to represent the class. 
The college is now soliciting 
nominations for the 2016 student 
commencement speaker and any- 
one interested is invited to nom- 
inate an outstanding student by 
Tuesday, April 5. 

To be considered students 
must be graduating with a grade 
point average of 3.5 or above. 
In addition to academic success, 
contributions to the college and 
or the community in general will 
be considered. 

To nominate a student, you 
must submit a letter to the stu- 
dent speaker selection committee 
explaining why your nominee 
would be a good candidate for 
student speaker and a nomina- 
tion form. Nominations can be 
submitted online or on paper and 
details are available on the web- 
site http://www.necc.mass.edu 


nominate. 

The information you submit 
as well as official transcripts will 
be considered by a committee of 
faculty and staff who will make 
recommendations to President 


Glenn. This is a very competitive 
process so please be sure that the 
materials you provide reflect the 
full scope of the individual you 


are recommending and clearly 
communicate why this person 
should be selected to represent 
the class of 2016. 

If you have questions, 
please feel free to contact Ernie 
Greenslade, Marketing Commu- 
nications, at 978 556-3862 or 
egreenslade@necc.mass.edu. 


NECC Newsroom 


Jusitin Merced, last year’s Outstanding Graduate, 


speaking at commencement. 


Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Photo by Kim Kardashian 


Kim Kardashian tweeted out this picture with the caption, 
“When you're like, ‘l have nothing to wear,’ LOL.” 


itude. 

One message, sent to Ariel 
Winter, said among the thanks, 
“Women supporting other wom- 
en is so powerful.” 

Emily Ratajkowski received 
a letter that ended with a quote 


of their bodies and the size, color, 
condition and age of their bodies. 

“Women have all the power 
to make the world better if we 
worked together, loved ourselves, 
and loved each other more,” said 
Peicott. 
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K BUILDING 
TIONS 


Summer/fall registration begins on April 4. 
Make sure you register early to get the 
schedule and location that works for you! 


For more information, 
and for ongoing updates, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/spurk. 
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Bring your friends and family to celebrate the 
talent of our NECC peers at the upcoming 
Creative Arts Series. 
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Students volunteer 
over spring break at 


Lazarus House 
By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

When spring break comes, 
students at NECC are looking for 
something productive to do. 

One of the ways they can do 
that is through the school’s Safe 
Spring Break activities. This 
year NECC offered students 
the opportunity to work in dif- 
ferent shelters around the Merri- 
mack Valley. They 
worked at the 
Lazarus House. 

Karla Marte, a 
Business Transfer 
student, and Ray 
Florent, an Ele- 
mentary Education 
major, joined seven 
other students and 
staff at the Lazarus 
House in Lawrence. They spent 
the day there cleaning the facili- 
ties and helping out with cooking. 

Florent said, “There were nine 
of us who attended. We cleaned 
the place from top to bottom and 
organized all the food and sup- 
plies that they had on hand.” 

Lots of cleaning and cooking 


Campus Life 
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was part of the plan for the stu- 
dents helping out. They were 
serving meatballs that day and 
had their work cut out for them 
— there were a lot of people to 
feed that day. 

“We had to make about fifteen 
pounds of meatballs, and it turned 
out to be about two hundred,” 
said Florent. “I have never made 
that many meatballs in my life.” 

Marte was assigned a number 
of different jobs around Lazarus 
House, including vacuuming 
stairs, rooms and area rugs. She 
was also a big part in making the 


We take buying food for granted. 


- Alba Diaz 


a ae a 


meatballs, which was her main 
project to work on. 

She loved every minute of it, 
except having to wear a hai met 
for the first time. 

“The hair net is just a funny 
memory that Ray and I had, along 
with him unplugging the vacuum 
on me,” said Marte. “We were 


there to help out with serious 
work, but you can always have 
fun doing it at the same time.” 

Alba Diaz, a Business Trans- 
fer student, did not take part in 
the event, but knows both Florent 
and Marte and feels that people 
sometimes take having food to 
eat for granted. She, for one, is 
comfortable in her living situa- 
tion and does not have to worry 
about things to eat. 

Diaz said, “We take buying 
food for granted. Sometimes we 
don’t realize or even think how 
other people might be living.” 

Even though 
the 


students 
6 G went there only 


to help out peo- 
ple who need a 
little extra help 
at this moment 
in their life, the 
students did re- 
ceive something 
in return: they 
had a great feeling inside of them 
for what they did. 

Marte said, “It was a really 
nice experience. It’s rewarding to 
do something for others without 
expecting anything in return. I 
wish we had group trips to volun- 
teer like this more often.” 

Florent said, “I have volun- 
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A Safe Spring Break of volunteering 


Photo by Ray Florent 


Karla Marte prepares meatballs for a feast at the Lazarus 


House. 


teered at different places before 
and it always feels good to help 
out. I think students who have 
never done this or are afraid to 
should really step outside of their 
comfort zone and give it a try. 


The opporrtunity to help others 
in need in any way possible is a 
great reward that that thwarts the 
exxpectation of something in re- 
turn.” 


For Foster Kids. 
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Photo by Chad Gorham 


Other opportunities for doing good things are always 
available at NECC, such as donating items in these bins. 
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NECC students intern at HC Media 


New interns at HC 
Media quickly adjust 


at the station 
By SHAINA RICHARDS 


Features Editor 

HC Media has two new interns 
this semester through the NECC 
internship program: Cassie Ell- 
son and Carly Columbo. Cassie 
Ellson is a twenty-year-old Art 
major at NECC. 

She took the Video Field Pro- 
duction class at HC Media, after 
which she remembered they had 
talked about the internship posi- 
tions that would be opening in the 
next semester. 

Lance Hidy, graphic design 
professor, was coming around 
to the art classes and trying to 
recruit people for the internship 
program. 

“T thought, why not?” she said. 

Ellson is doing the Italy trip 
this semester and since she 
doesn’t have classes during the 
week, which is partly why she 
decided it would be the best time 
to do an internship. 

She plans on_ transferring 
somewhere to pursue film and 
animation after NECC. 

She edits footage to create 
shows, helps out when they do 
shows in the studio with setting 
up cameras and putting the set to- 
gether for the show. 

“I’m listening to music for 
the radio right now to make sure 
there aren’t any swear words,” 
she said. 

“T kinda love it. Everyone is 
wicked cool here and it’s just fun. 
Even when I’m just sitting there 
staring at the computer, I’m en- 
joying myself.” 

Her goals included to get bet- 
ter at editing, working with the 
cameras and to improve her com- 
munication skills with others. 

The first show, which was 
about 45 minutes long, took her a 
couple of days to edit completely 
as she got more familiar with the 
Adobe Premiere software. 

The second show she edited 
was about four hours, but she was 
able to complete it in one day. As 
she got more experience, she was 


able to work more efficiently in 
shorter amounts of time. 

She was able to work in the 
control room on a live shoot one 
day where she had to be in con- 
trol of switching between shots, 
which she said was stressful. 

“T was afraid I was going to hit 
the wrong thing,” she said. 

She did similar work at Salem 
High School in New Hampshire, 
where she took a two-year course 
in TV Production and got to do a 
little bit of everything. 

Ellson is in the internship class 
that focuses on art, while Colum- 
bo is in the class focusing on 
journalism. 

“Everyone except me is focus- 
ing more on photography, but it’s 
still really helpful,” she said. 

The class is helping her to 
put together her portfolio and re- 
sume for future employers. They 
helped her to remove unneces- 
sary information from her resume 
and to also make sure she has all 
the crucial information that she 
needs to have on it. 

“T definitely recommend doing 
the internship program. It’s valu- 
able,” she said. 

Carly Columbo is a twenty- 
year-old Communications major 
with a focus in journalism. 

She wants to transfer once she 
graduates and continue to pursue 
communications, although there 
is such a broad range of jobs in 
communications that she wants to 
explore every avenue of it before 
making a decision. She is primar- 
ily interested in journalism and 
public relations. 

She also took the Video Field 
Production class. After the class 
was over, she was able to work 
well with the Adobe Premier soft- 
ware efficiently and was offered 
an internship from Matt Belfiore, 
Director of Operations at HC Me- 
dia. 

“J really liked editing videos, 
so of course I accepted,” she said. 

In the beginning, she was 
working on editing videos for 
The Haverhill Journal, which 
she expects to continue doing 
throughout her internship. 

She also helps the employees 
at the station by editing videos 


Photo courtesy of HC Media ¥ 
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that they have on their list of 
things to do so that the work gets 
done more quickly. 

“Matt says that the interns are 
the glue that fill in all the little 
holes to put everything together,” 
she said. 

She also got to go out and help 
with a shoot with camera equip- 
ment once for the Boys & Girls 
Club’s 110th anniversary. 

“T do a little bit of everything. 
Mostly editing, though,” she said. 
“One of my goals is in the pro- 
cess of being reached, which was 
just to become more familiar with 
the software and to learn new 
functions I can do with videos to 
improve the quality of the sound 
or the picture. I am slowly but 
surely getting better at that.” 

Another one of her goals was 
to become more familiar with the 
camera equipment which she was 
able to do by getting to go out and 
get real experience using it. 

“T really like the laid-back at- 
mosphere. Everybody is working 
so hard and being diligent but the 
atmosphere is not stressful. Evy- 
eryone is really comfortable and 
friendly with each other. It makes 
working there something I look 
forward to,” she said. “I enjoy 
putting the headphones on and 
zoning out while editing videos. 
It’s something you can indulge 
yourself in and get into.” 

She said that she 
loves it because she’s 
exploring her own ma- 
jor and actually feels 
like she has a job that 
is relevant to building 
a future career. The 
employees at the sta- 
tion are very willing to 
help and are approach- 
able which has helped 
her with any problems 
she had. 

“You get your own 
desk so you have a 
space to put your 
things. If you’re look- 
ing ‘for somewhere 
to really grow in this 
field but also have a 
fun time and be in a 
relaxed environment, 
this is the internship 
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for you,” she said. 

Chris Bowden, producer and 
videographer at the station, is one 
of the employees who actively 
helps the interns on projects. 

“Cassie and Carly didn’t have 
much to adjust to,” he said. “They 
came in with decent experience 
from taking the NECC Field Pro- 
duction class and so they were 
able to hit the ground running. 
The majority of their workload 
has been editing, and they’ve 
been stellar at it.” 

Additionally, Shawn Smith, 
who previously interned at HC 
Media in the spring of 2015 be- 
came a staff member after suc- 
cessfully completing his intern- 
ship. Smith graduated NECC last 
May with an associate’s degree 
in Multimedia. When he initial- 
ly tried to get into the internship 
program in fall of 2014, he wasn’t 
sure who to talk to. He started 
volunteering at the station after 
renewing his membership from 
when he took the Video Field 
Production class back in 2012. 

“Doing that got me right into 
doing studio and field shoots 
whenever I could as a volunteer,” 
he said. 

Matt Belfiore put him in touch 
with Ashley Moore, the intern- 
ship program coordinator. He got 
confirmation that he was hired as 
an intern at the station in mid De- 


cember. 

“I was stoked,” he said. “The 
goal all along was to prove that 
I would be a worthwhile addition 
to the team, more than just an in- 
tern. It took a bit, but I’m now a 
regular part-time employee at HC 
Media.” 

His responsibilities have 
changed since he became an em- 
ployee so that he now works al- 
most exclusively on the HC Me- 
dia Radio. Before, he was mostly 
doing field shoots and editing 
videos. 

“Now I’m handling the pro- 
gramming for HC Media Radio, 
recording and editing podcasts, 
communicating with bands about 
playing their music and coordi- 
nating interviews with them,” 
he said. There’s always a new 
and exciting task or problem for 
Smith to solve, and he said it is 
never a boring job. 

Recently, Smith and his co- 
worker Shannon Keating inter- 
viewed local talent Carissa John- 
son on their radio show “Off the 
Record.” They also recorded an 
acoustic set with her. 

“To anyone who enjoyed that, 
I highly recommend that they 
stay tuned, because we’re going 
to have some amazing interviews 
coming up in April and May,” 
Smith said. 
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RPGs together fora winning combo 


Ubisoft's shooter- 
RPG blend lives up 
to the hype 


By Rickry GONZALEZ 
Correspondent 

After spending some time in 
the post-pandemic New York 
City of “Tom Clancy’s The Divi- 
sion,” I can truly say it has sunk 
its teeth into me. The Division 
is an online multiplayer game 
that combines the third-person 
shooter and RPG genres. While 
the launch wasn’t without its is- 
sues, the team at Ubisoft Massive 
quickly rectified the server issues 
preventing players from logging 
on and sent us on our way to save 
New York. 

In the game’s world, a small- 
pox virus is spread through 
banknotes on Black Friday, 
quickly bringing the U.S. to its 
knees. The sudden outbreak of 
diseases causes civilized society 
to collapse, with resources like 
food and water becoming valu- 
able scarcities. Playing as a mem- 
| ber of “The Division,” an elite 
group of agents meant to restore 
| order in times of crisis, it’s your 


under your control. Along the 
way, you will meet remnants of 
the New York City Police, Fire, 
and Emergency Responders and 
the New York National Guard, 
now known as the JTF (Joint Task 
Force) who will help you out. En- 
emy factions include the Rikers, 
formerly prisoners of Rikers Is- 
land; bandits known as Rioters; 
the Cleaners, who are primarily 
former New York City Sanitation 
Workers hell-bent on purging the 
disease by burning it away; and 
The Last Man Battalion, a secre- 
tive rogue military unit who are 
trying to restore order in more le- 
thal manners. 

One thing I can say about with 
certainty is that “The Division” 
has a powerful sense of drama. 
For a game based around shoot- 
ing enemies online with friends, 
there’s a remarkably quick pace 
and deep narrative: I couldn’t 
wait to dig deeper and discov- 
er the cause of the virus to help 
save the city. The mechanics of 
the game can be a lot to grasp 
at first, but they become second 
nature before you even complete 
the tutorial. 
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‘The Division’ brings shooters and 


“The Division” uses a pretty 
standard RPG leveling system 
based on experience points, and 
also lets you unlock skills and 
perks gained by building up your 
base of operations. Paying atten- 
tion to your stats is key to surviv- 


ing in the world, so grabbing the 
best loot and gear is a top priority. 
The grind sets in when you have 
to continually go out and do the 
same types of missions over and 
over again to gain points for your 
base, but the wide variety of ene- 


Photo courtesy of Ubisoft 


In “Tom Clancy’s The Division,” players take control of Division agents like these to 
restore order to the pandemic-plagued streets of New York 


mies and loot drops make it quite 
enjoyable. If you’d like an extra 
challenge, you can even take on 
missions that require a higher 
level than your own for increased 
but entertaining difficulty. 


Continued on page 12 


‘Eddie the Eagle’ a warm-hearted, 


humorous story 


_ Great performances 
by Taron Egerton 
and Hugh Jackman 
form the film’s center 


By Jowr ME. 
Correspondent 

Sports movies are kind of a 
weird phenomenon, aren’t they? 
' With a few notable exceptions, 
most of them follow one thor- 
oughly predictable sort of for- 
mula or another — in the case of 


“Eddie the Eagle,” it’s the “misfit 
underdog is trained by washed- 
up former star” story. And yet, in 
spite of the genre’s limitations, 
audiences nearly always find 
enough to enjoy among the pro- 
ceedings. 

Case in point: there wasn’t a 
single element in “Eddie” that I 
didn’t see coming at least a mile 
away, and yet I found myself 
smiling and laughing pretty much 
nonstop (save for the low points 
in the plot). That’s probably be- 
cause of the goodwill the film 


builds up over the course of its 
running time: with superior char- 
acter performances, quintessen- 
tially British humor and a touch 
as light as air. 

The film is a fictionalized re- 
telling of its namesake’s life story 
— Eddie “The Eagle” Edwards 
(Taron Egerton), who shocked the 
world at the 1988 Winter Olym- 
pics by completing his first-ever 
90 meter ski jump at the event. 
That might sound like a strange 
accomplishment to be remem- 
bered by at first blush, and indeed 


Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox 


Eddie “The Eagle” Edwards (Taron Egerton) and Bronson Peary (Hugh Jackman) 
celebrate in this scene from 20th Century Fox’s “Eddie the Eagle.” 


Eddie’s story is by no means a 
typical tale of victory. This is a 
real-life “Rocky,” where it’s not 
about winning — it’s about a 
ludicrously inexperienced new- 
comer defying all expectations 
and going the distance, proving 
the naysayers wrong. 

And boy, does Eddie have a lot 
of naysayers. They begin and end 
with his blue-collar father, who 
works as a plasterer and suggests 
that his son — who struggles with 
physical disabilities as a young 
child, only to be physically un- 
spectacular once he overcomes 
them — do the same. 

But Eddie has his heart set 

on becoming an Olympian, hay- 
ing irked his dad countless times 
before by attempting to leave for 
the Olympics as a child, and by 
experimenting with all sorts of 
sports in the backyard (some- 
times to the detriment of nearby 
windows). Just when his father 
has finally had it and delivered a 
crushing blow to his motivation 
- “You'll never be an Olympi- 
an!” -- he spies a ski slope near 
the plastering job site his father 
took him to. 

“You were right, Dad. I’m not 
going to the Olympics,” he says. 
“I’m going to the Winter Olym- 
pics!” 

Cue the montage of Eddie 
earning all manner of trophies in 
his new sport of choice, downhill 
skiing. Unfortunately, when it 


of perseverance 


comes time to choose the mem- 
ber of his squad that will go to the 
Calgary competition in ‘88, the 
snooty British Olympic Associa- 
tion inform him -- in essentially 
the same manner as his father -- 
that he has no place there. 

The unflappable Eddie won’t 
take no for an answer, of course, 
and sets out to find an Olympic 
sport so devoid of competition 
that theyll have no choice but to 
let him in. His search doesn’t take 
long, and he’s soon off to practice 
ski jumping with absolutely no 
experience. 

Watching the film, I became 
keenly aware of the way the hu- 
man brain processes cliches, and 
how that can be detrimental to 
our ability to learn important les- 
sons.ons. If the average person 
in our society had a nickel (hey, 
I can use cliches too!) for every 
time they were told to believe in 
themselves, never give up and/or 
be proud of who they are ... well, 
let’s just say we wouldn’t have 
quite so many economic prob- 
lems. But I’ve reviewed two films 
in the last two weeks now with 
characters who simply wouldn’t 
give up in the face of overwhelm- 
S$ su- 
perb “Zootopia” featured a bunny 
who was told she couldn’t be a 
cop — and I have to say, despite 
being a hackneyed lesson, I think 
it’s an important lesson to learn. 


Continued on page 12 
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The Knight’s nightmar 


NECC comes back 
from trip with 2 
wins, 9 losses 

By KyLe BEeNnson 
Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights baseball 
team began their World Series ti- 
tle defense this season on March 
9, at Dean College. This would be 
the only game in the state before 
the annual Florida trip to begin 
the season. 

The Dean match up was a 
rough one, the Knights lost 10- 
3. NECC scored a run in the first 
inning but Dean come out of the 
gates hot, scoring 4 runs in the 
first. Dean went on to score an- 
other run in the third, 3 runs in the 
fourth, and 2 in the seventh. Both 
Dean and the Knights had 14 hits 
and committed 4 errors. 

Despite getting 14 hits, NECC 
could not capitalize on most of 
them. Xavier Nunez, the Knight’s 
designated hitter, had 4 hits on the 
day, he also scored 1 run and had 
an RBI. Third baseman Traverse 
Briana, center fielder Colby Mai- 
ola, first baseman Ellido Reyes, 
and Argeny Villia all hit doubles. 

Starting pitcher, Robert Barry 
picked up the loss, beginning the 


season 0-1. 

After the season opening loss, 
NECC took off to Russ Matt, 
Fla., to begin five jam-packed 
days worth of double-headers. 
They all started on the 13th. 

The first day in Florida, NECC 
took on Herkimer College in two 
games. Both games were bad 
news for the Knights. 

NECC lost the first game 6-4. 
They scored most of their runs 
in the second inning, and then 
scored | in the fourth. Shortstop, 
Jordan Roper, scored 2 runs and 
stole home base in the 2nd in- 
ning. Roper ended up stealing 
another base before the game 
ended. Infielder, Brahiam Ortega, 
also recorded 2 stolen bases. 

Pitcher, Anthony Dally was 
charged with the loss, giving 
up 4 earned runs in 3.1 innings 
pitched. 

The second game of the day 
against Herkimer turned out to 
be another losing effort by the 
Knights who got shutout, 5-0. 
NECC only had 1 hit throughout 
the whole game. Also, Roper and 
Maiola struck out twice each. 

Gianni Esposito was the losing 
pitcher. Esposito gave up 8 hits 
and 3 earned runs in 5.2 innings 
pitched. Esposito also threw 6 
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strike outs. 

The next day on the 14th, 
NECC had a_ doubleheader 
against Brookdale Community 
College. The first game of the se- 
ries the Knights won 15-8, pick- 
ing up their first win in Florida 
and their first win of the season. 

NECC’s highest scoring in- 
ning was in the fifth when they 
scored 7 runs. The fifth inning 
also happened to be Brookdale’s 
highest scoring inning as well 
with 5. The Knights had 17 hits 
in the game. 

Briana and Keith Linnane both 
scored 3 runs. Maiola hit the first 
homer run of the season which 
led to his team-leading 4 RBI’s 
on the game. Briana and John 
Sirois both had a stolen base. 

Pitcher, Evan Glew, won the 
game. He pitched 5 innings, gave 
up 4 earned runs, and struck out 
4 batters. 

Later in the day, the Knights 
went back up against Brookdale 
and jumped back on to the losing 
train. They lost 4-3. NECC had 9 
hits in the game, two of them be- 
ing RBI’s by Linnane. 

Nicholas Bruno was the losing 
pitcher. Bruno threw 6 innings, 
gave up 11 hits, and struck out 2. 

For the third day in a row on 

the 15th, NECC 


had a double- 
header. This 
time against 
Oakton Com- 


munity College, 
a team from IIli- 
nois. 

The Knights’ 
bad luck contin- 
ued as they lost 
the first game 
against Oakton, 
9-2. 

NECC’s only 
runs came in 
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ein Florida 
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Catcher, Keith Linnane rounding the bases. 


the 6th inning. Maiola hit a dou- 
ble and had an RBI, Linnaine also 
had an RBI. Sirois continued his 
good base stealing on the season, 
recording an SB in the game. 

Barry lost the game and fur- 
thered his record to 0-2. He threw 
4.1 innings, gave up 6 runs, and 
gave up a homer as well. 

This loss brought the Knights 
down to 1-4 on the season. This 
is a surprise to anyone who has 
followed the baseball team in re- 
cent years and knows of it’s high 
expectations. 

Later in the day NECC took on 
Oakton again and the result was 
another loss. The Knights lost it 
10-3. The 3 runs were recorded 
by Ortega, Reyes, and Linnane. 
Roper had a stolen base and a 
double on the game. 

Mark Sicard was the losing 
pitcher. Sicard only pitched 2 
innings and gave up 6 runs on 6 
hits before he was pulled from the 


game. 


James Foley up to bat. 


The Knights finally had a day 
of rest on the 16th but were right 
back at it on the 17th and 18th, the 
last 2 days of the trip. They took 
on Muscatine in a doubleheader 
on the 17th and on the 18th they 
took on Century College. 

The Knights lost both games 
against Muscatine. The first game 
of the day they lost 6-2, and later 
they lost 13-3. Their only other 
win on the trip would be on the 
next day when they took on Cen- 
tury College in a doubleheader. 

The Knights won the first 
game by a hair against Century, 
15-4. After this win they would 
go to lose their last game of the 
trip against Century, 16-7. 

Something is wrong with 
the Knights and it needs to be 
fixed soon if they want to have 
a chance at making the playoffs. 
The Knight’s next game is at 
Nassau Community College on 
the 26th. 
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Beyond the Box Score: John Sirois 


Sirois has high 
expectations for 


new season 
By Miacnaeit Mawson 
Correspondent 

John Sirois is a_ returning 
member of the Knights baseball 
team, a team that enjoyed a lot of 
success last season. Sirois and his 
teammates hope to build on last 
year’s momentum this spring. 

The second-year _ business 
transfer student wears the number 
6 while on the field. The 19 year- 
old Sirois plays in the outfield 
and also plays some first base for 
the Knights. He throws and bats 
right handed. 

Sirois is a well-rounded ath- 
lete. He played football and 
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baseball in high school. Sirois 
switched from football to golf 
during high school “due to too 
many concussions,” he said. 
According to the NECC Ath- 
letics website, Sirois appeared in 
nine games for the Knights last 
season. He hit a .500 average on 
the season in 10 plate appearanc- 
es, and had a .667 OBP. Sirois 
added 4 RBIs and 4 runs scored, 
as well as recording | stolen base. 
Sirois hopes to continue to 
produce this season with more 
playing time. “I want to lead the 
league in stolen bases,” he said. “I 
also want to bat above .350. Last 
year I was able to bat .500, but 
with limited action at the plate. 
The overall goal is to make it to 
the World Series again this year.” 
Robert Barry, a starting pitch- 
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er for the Knights, had high 
praise for his teammate. “He’s a 
great teammate,” he said. “He’s 
really fast and extremely athletic, 
he can steal second and third on 
back to back pitches and every- 
one gets pumped up,” he said. 

Sirois remembers making a 
diving catch late in a game that 
helped save the game. It was the 
best he’s ever felt during a game. 

“My coach said it saved our 
season,” he said. “We had a 10 
game winning streak after that 
catch that sent us to the playoffs,” 
he said. 

Sirois is looking to continue 
his baseball career after graduat- 
ing from NECC, but admits that 
“as of right now, I’m not sure 
where I will be going.” 


Fitness Center 
Lobby 
aA ee 


questions, or Tether information please 
Macavenecc massed 


Transfer Information Session Dates 


Wednesday, April 27 5:00 p.m. - 
Wednesday, May 11 
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Sirois waiting at 2nd base. 
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‘Eddie the Eagle’ review 


Continued from page 9 
We’ve all known an Ed- 
die Edwards at some point 
in our lives; those people 


that seem like they have no } 


chance of success, but pull 
everybody around them in 
with their infectious enthu- 
siasm and dedication. 

In this film, Eddie gets a 
lot of people on his team by 
doing just that: his mother, 
the PR lady for the British 


Olympic Association and 


most importantly, Bronson 
Peary (Hugh Jackman) — a 
character I’ve neglected to 
mention so far because he 
was made up for the movie. 

Peary is the old, washed- 
up ski jumper that trains 
Eddie to jump, and Jackman 
plays him just right — even 
when he’s going through 
the motions of refusing to 
help Eddie, as is required 
by Screenwriting 101, we 
can tell by the twinkle in his 
eye that he’s already caught 
the bug. 

And while the character 
may be fictional, I can see 
why he was written in; Jack- 
man’s support — through 
humor and the occasional 
motivational speech is 


Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox 


“Eddie the Eagle” takes a rooftop rides. 


crucial to the success of this 
version of the story, and his 
own little arc (involving 
a beef with his old coach, 
played by a sleepwalking 
Christopher Walken) adds 
some heft to his character, 
as well 

As a final note, you may 
anticipate that ski jumping 
is perhaps not the most ex- 
citing sport in the history of 
the Olympics, nor a particu- 
larly exciting one to watch 
on film. 

I dare you to watch the 


whole movie through and 
tell me the final skiing se- 
quence — a_ ludicrously 
over-the-top bit complete 
with zooming, exaggerated 
reaction shots, slow motion 
and goofy green screen 

is not one of the most hilar- 
ious and enjoyable stretches 
of sports film you’ve ever 
seen. 

Like Eddie himself, the 
film may not be perfect 
far from it, in fact — but it 
pulls you along by the sheer 
magnitude of its spirit. 
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‘The Division’ review 


Photo courtesy of Ubisoft 


A look at the post-apocalyptic, Christmas-decorated wasteland that New 
York City has become in Ubisoft’s new game “The Division.” 


Once you can call yourself a veteran of 
the pandemic-plagued Manhattan streets, 
you can take on the “Dark Zone,” which 
blends the PvE elements of the main game 
and mixes it with PvP. Once you are in the 
area, not only do you have to worry about 
the enemies roaming the streets, you’ve 
also got to keep an 
eye out for all the 
other players as 
well since anyone 
can be an enemy. 

Even your own 
teammates can be- 
tray you to steal the 
loot you have won. 
Be careful, though: 
once you decide to 
attack another play- 
er, you will have a §& 
bounty placed on 
your head, after 
which players from 
all over will come 
to claim the prize. 

All in all, “The 
Division” suc- 
cessfully fuses the 
third-person shoot- 
er and RPG genres tory 
create a fun and a 


dicting online multiplayer experience. If 
you’re looking for something to play with 
friends, or just interested in roaming the 
streets of post-apocalyptic New York City 
with other gamers, you could do much 
worse than Ubisoft’s latest. 


Photo courtesy of Ubisoft 


ploring abandoned shopping malls is just one of the 
“tasks you'll take on as a Division agent. 


